DIRECT-SOURCE FILM STUDY / FULL SPOILERS

MIDNIGHT MYSTERY

1930 - Vertical plot chart - 68 minutes, 40 seconds

A storm traps a house party at wealthy Gregory’s home on an island off Cuba. His attempt to scare his fiancée
out of writing murder stories gives another guest an opportunity to commit a real murder.

WHO IS WHO

SALLY GREGORY / GREG TOM

Wealthy island host.
Engaged to Gregory; Loves Sally but resents
determined to keep her devotion to
writing. writing.

MADELINE MISHA

Criminal lawyer. Tom'’s wife. Having an Pianist and Gregory’s
Married to Madeline, affair with Misha. friend. Madeline’s
but attracted to Sally. lover.

Mystery novelist.

Sally & Gregory: engaged - Tom «& Madeline: married - Madeline & Misha: lovers

GREGORY STAGES A MURDER =4 TOM MAKES IT REAL =4 SALLY STAGES A POISONING

READ DOWN ! The center column tells the whole story. Side notes explain why each turn matters.

Full spoilers: later revelations are used to clarify the deceptions. Screenshots are from the film itself.

Beat times are approximate; screenshot times locate sampled source positions. Spacing is not proportional to runtime.

01 / THE SETUP

Sally and Gregory * 03:00

02 / STORY BEAT

Player-piano mechanism ¢ 10:40

04 / STORY BEAT

02 / GREGORY'’S PRANK

05 / STORY BEAT

Gregory threatens the party
27:20

Sally offers Gregory escape °
33:40

08 / STORY BEAT

03 / TOM’S REAL CRIME

Tom confronts Misha with the gun -
43:10

10 / STORY BEAT

11 / STORY BEAT

04 / SALLY’S TRAP

Sally examines Misha’s hand
51:40

Tom raises the glass ¢ 59:30

14 / STORY BEAT

Tom confesses beside Madeline e
64:40

05 / THE PAYOFF

16 / STORY BEAT

17 / STORY BEAT

Sally and Gregory reunited * 68:20

SOURCE & READING NOTES
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Meet the party and learn what each person wants

01:30-04:09
Gregory resents Sally’s writing

Sally, a mystery novelist, reads a murder story to
guests at her fiancé Gregory’s island house. The
frightening opening belongs to her fiction. Gregory
wants her attention on their marriage instead of
her books.

04:09-05:21
A story discussion plants an idea

The guests form a playful crime club and discuss
Sally’s fictional murder. Tom, a criminal lawyer,
suggests making the murderer confess: fear of death
can drive a guilty person to reveal the truth.

Sally says she will remember.

09:20-14:10
Tom discovers his wife’s affair

Misha, a pianist and Gregory'’s friend, kisses
Madeline, Tom’s wife. An automatic player piano
keeps the music going while Misha is away from the
keys. Tom secretly observes the lovers.

15:31-20:46
The couple split as the storm worsens

The storm makes leaving the island dangerous.
Gregory also controls the key to the small
motorboat used to leave. Sally and Gregory argue
about her writing; she returns his engagement ring,
breaking off their marriage plans.

A fake murder convinces the guests that Gregory is a killer

21:55-24:55
The guests witnhess a threat

Gregory quarrels with Misha and threatens him in
front of the guests. They take the dispute

seriously. In another conversation, Madeline tells
Sally that Tom once confessed his secrets during an
illness because he believed he was dying.

25:00-30:47
Gregory announces a murder

After the lights go out, Gregory claims he killed
Misha and threw his body over the railing. The
guests believe the body has washed out to sea.
Gregory threatens them with a gun. Tom calls him a
murderer and makes romantic advances to Sally.

31:40-35:49
Gregory admits that Misha is alive

Still caring for Gregory, Sally offers to flee with

him despite his supposed crime. He reveals that he
and Misha staged the quarrel and killing: the
“body” was a long cushion dressed in old clothes.
He wanted to scare Sally and her friends out of
their fascination with murder. Sally is furious at

the cruelty of the joke.

36:36-38:34
Misha delays revealing the joke

Gregory wants to tell everyone the truth. Misha
asks to frighten Tom first, after overhearing Tom
insult Gregory while courting Sally. Gregory agrees
to let the deception continue. Misha promises to
reappear at breakfast and reveal that he is alive.

The prank becomes an opportunity to kill and frame

39:07-44:01
Tom sees how to kill and escape blame

Tom has found and hidden the fake body, so he knows
Misha is alive. He confronts Misha with Gregory’s

gun. His plan is to kill his wife’s lover and let

Gregory take the blame: the guests have already
heard Gregory threaten Misha and confess to killing
him. Tom also hopes to win Sally once Gregory is
removed.

44:14-45:07
Tom Kkills Misha during the storm

Tom waits for thunder to cover the gunshot and
shoots Misha in the living room. The film cuts to
lightning, then shows Misha down beside the couch.
Tom turns out the light and carries away the body,
hiding the indoor murder scene from the other
guests.

45:10-50:50
The real body puts Gregory in danger

At breakfast Gregory still expects Misha to return
alive. Instead, Misha's body is brought in after

being found beneath the veranda; he has been shot.
Gregory explains the prank, but Tom argues that he
is merely trying to take back his confession. The
same guests who heard the staged threats now see a
real victim.

She makes the real killer think he is dying

51:30-55:50
Sally finds a button—and hears a slip

Sally takes a button from Misha’s clenched hand.
While accusing Gregory, Tom refers to the very
couch where Misha died, then hastily changes
“couch” to “house.” Sally appears to turn against
Gregory and lets Tom comfort her. The ending
reveals that she is preparing to trick Tom.

56:48-62:29
Sally pretends she wants to die

Upstairs, Sally prepares a drink. Tom follows her,
hoping to win her love, and drinks the whiskey
while she is in the adjoining room. She then talks
about going far away and asks how to write a will.
She wants him to believe she intends suicide, so
that her next claim will seem believable.

62:40-64:29
She claims Tom drank her poison

Sally asks who drank the whiskey. When Tom admits
it, she claims she had put poison in the glass to

kill herself. Tom now believes he has accidentally
swallowed a fatal dose. He collapses onto the bed;
Sally calls the other guests upstairs.

64:30-65:04
Tom confesses in front of everyone

Afraid of dying with the murder on his conscience,
Tom admits shooting Misha in the living room with
Gregory’s gun. He says Gregory’s prank gave him the
idea and identifies where he hid the weapon: bushes
beneath Gregory’s window. He explicitly says
Gregory is innocent.

Confession, explanation, and reconciliation

65:07-65:59
Sally reveals that Tom will survive

Sally says the drink contained a sedative, not
poison, and that his imagination helped make him
feel so ill. Her suicide story was an act. Tom
realizes he has been tricked, but the guests have
heard his confession and say they will testify to

it.

66:00-67:58
She explains how the clues fit

The button came from the living-room couch: Sally
saw where it had been freshly pulled off. It placed
Misha there when he died. Tom’s “couch” slip showed
he knew that location, leading her to identify him

as the killer. But a button and a verbal slip

seemed too weak against Gregory’s public
confession, so she made Tom confess too.

68:08-68:40
Gregory accepts Sally’s writing

Gregory recognizes that Sally’s detective skills
have saved him from being blamed for murder. He
gives in, tells her to detect all she wants, and
jokes that their children should be detectives.
Sally and Gregory reconcile and kiss.

WHY THEY QUARREL

Sally values her writing.
Gregory thinks their
relationship should come
first; he will try to
change her mind.

< Connects to beat 18

AN IDEA SALLY WILL USE

This is advice about her
novel, not a confession to
a crime at the party.
Later, she applies it to
Tom.

< Connects to beat 15

WHY TOM RESENTS MISHA

Misha is involved with
Tom’s wife. Tom later
confirms that he witnessed
them together.

< Connects to beat 09

WHY EVERYONE STAYS

The storm and Gregory’s
control of the boat keep
the house party together as
the crisis develops.

TWO PIECES OF PREPARATION

The threat will make
Gregory look guilty.
Madeline’s story tells
Sally that fear has made
Tom confess before.

< Connects to beat 15

TOM WANTS SALLY

Although married to
Madeline, Tom wants Sally
for himself. Gregory stands
in his way.

< Connects to beat 11

WHO KNOWS IT WAS A JOKE?

Gregory and Misha planned
it; Sally now knows. Most
of the guests still believe
Misha has been killed.

WHY THE DELAY MATTERS

The guests still believe
Gregory’s murder
confession. Misha remains
alone and vulnerable before
he can correct them.

< Connects to beat 09

THE VIEWER KNOWS THE KILLER

Tom explains his plan
directly to Misha. The
remaining suspense is
whether Sally can expose
him and save Gregory.

ONE REAL MURDER

The earlier corpse was a
dummy. This time Misha is
dead. Tom later confirms
the shooting in his
confession.

WHY THE TRUTH SOUNDS
UNLIKELY

Gregory falsely claimed a
murder before it happened.
Tom has made that earlier
lie look like an admission
to the actual killing.

< Connects to beat 06

WHY “COUCH” MATTERS

The body was found outside.
Tom has revealed knowledge
of the precise indoor
location; the button will
confirm it for Sally.

< Connects to beat 17

WHAT SALLY IS TRYING TO GET

She needs Tom to confess
before withesses. She is
using his attraction to her
and what she learned about
his fear of death.

< Connects to beat 16

THE TRAP IS NOW IN PLACE

Tom thinks he is dying. The
guests have assembled to
help him—and can hear
anything he admits.

THE EARLY IDEA PAYS OFF

Sally used Tom’s own theory
about fear and confession,
reinforced by Madeline’s
story about his iliness.

< Connects to beat 02

THE CONFESSION IS REAL

Sally invented the
poisoning to expose the
real killing. Gregory is
cleared in the eyes of the
party; Tom is exposed.

OBSERVATION BECOMES
EVIDENCE

The clues gave Sally a
suspect. Her deception
produced a confession heard
by others. She credits her
mystery writing.

< Connects to beat 12

THE ORIGINAL CONFLICT
RESOLVED

Gregory tried to frighten
Sally out of writing
mysteries. Her knowledge of
mysteries is what saves
him.

< Connects to beat 01

Built from the supplied Internet Archive copy, sampled film frames, and local speech recognition. No existing plot summaries or web
searches. Dialogue-based interpretation retains the working transcript’'s uncertainty; screenshots show the film itself. Colored
phases are analytical groupings, not on-screen act divisions.



